
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1751 December 8, 2014 
his wife traveling the country in their RV and 
collecting antiques. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
the life of Ripon City Council Vice Mayor 
Elden ‘‘Red’’ Nutt and all of his admirable con-
tributions to the safety and betterment of his 
community. 
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HONORING MR. HASTING BULLOCK 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 8, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a courageous and re-
markable veteran, Mr. Hasting Bullock. 

Mr. Hasting Bullock was born on August 8, 
1920 in Yazoo City to the late Elnora Young, 
and the late Thomas Bullock. They later 
moved to Pickens, Mississippi where he was 
reared. 

Mr. Hasting Bullock later met his wife of 70 
years, the late Elmira Howard, and to this 
union they had 12 children. He joined the U.S. 
Army in 1942 and served as a 740 Air crafter 
for 3 years. 

He was stationed at New Ginning, and 
fought in World War II. After departing from 
the military he began his farming career from 
1946–1983. He retired from his farming career 
and began to work as a local barber. He is 
now 94 years old and a widower still residing 
in Pickens, Mississippi. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Hasting Bullock for his time 
and dedication to serving our country and oth-
ers. 
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Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Reginald N. ‘‘Reggie’’ Todd, who is re-
tiring at the end of this year, after his distin-
guished and illustrious career spanning more 
than thirty-eight years representing and advo-
cating for the interests of local governments 
before the Legislative and Executive Branches 
of government in Washington, D.C. I wish to 
extend to Mr. Todd, currently the Chief Legis-
lative Representative for the County of Los 
Angeles, my appreciation for the decades of 
dedicated service that he has given to Los An-
geles County and the nation. 

Mr. Todd has served as the Chief Legisla-
tive Representative for the County of Los An-
geles for the past sixteen and a half years, 
leading and coordinating a team of legislative 
advocates who have been working tirelessly 
on behalf of the over 10 million people who 
live in Los Angeles County. My office has 
worked closely with Mr. Todd and his team on 
a broad variety of federal issues having an im-
pact on Los Angeles County including appro-
priations, health care, social services, commu-
nity development, public safety, transportation 
and infrastructure, and municipal services. He 
has advanced the Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors’ federal legislative agenda with 
great skill, intelligence, and accomplishment. 

Prior to establishing the Los Angeles County 
Washington Office, Mr. Todd served as Legis-
lative Director of the National Association of 
Counties (NACo), implementing a broad array 
of coalition-building around NACo’s legislative 
priorities. Before joining NACo, Mr. Todd 
served as the Chief Executive Officer of the 
National Community Development Association, 
the Legislative Counsel at the National League 
of Cities, and the Washington Activities Coor-
dinator for the National Association of Re-
gional Councils. 

Mr. Todd was born and raised in Baltimore, 
Maryland. A veteran, he served in the United 
States Air Force at the Supreme Headquarters 
Allied Powers Europe, NATO. He received a 
B.A. in Government and Politics from the Uni-
versity of Maryland-College Park. He has been 
married to his wife, Saralee S. Todd, for 36 
years and has two children, Dr. Elizabeth 
Todd Breland and Jonathan E Todd, and a 
son-in-law, Alex Breland. Mr. Todd also is a 
very proud, first-time grandfather of Natalie 
Juanita Breland. 

On behalf of the United States House of 
Representatives and Los Angeles County, we 
extend our heartfelt gratitude for Mr. Todd’s 
contributions throughout his remarkable ca-
reer. With our sincere best wishes, we con-
gratulate him upon his retirement from public 
service. 
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Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the 
life of Travis Wood, a devoted husband, loving 
father and proud New Mexican. 

While born a Texan, Travis was raised as a 
New Mexican. In 1912, Travis was born near 
the small town of Wellington, Texas; three 
short years later, his family traveled to New 
Mexico, where he would devote a lifetime of 
service to a community he loved dearly. 

Travis was a man of great integrity. He grew 
up enduring the extremely difficult hand-to- 
mouth existence as a member of a homestead 
family. Along with the hard times, however, 
came many lessons that would serve him 
throughout his life. At the onset of World War 
II, Travis enlisted in the United States Navy as 
a motor machinist first class on the Navy sub- 
chaser SC 1354, often referred to as the 
‘‘Splinter Fleet’’. The Splinter Fleet was de-
tailed to Omaha Beach on D-Day and Travis 
would later be awarded the bronze star for his 
courage and valor. 

In 1952, following the war, Travis and his 
wife Clara moved the family to Roy, New Mex-
ico, where Travis accepted a job as a rural let-
ter carrier. Anyone who knew Travis will tell 
you that his commitment to his country and 
the State of New Mexico was unwavering. He 
became an icon in his community as a tireless 
public figure, serving several terms as Mayor 
of the Village of Roy, on the Roy School 
Board, the ENMR Tele-communications Board 
and the Eastern Plains Council of Govern-
ments (COG). In addition, he was an avid 
member in the Roy Lions Club, the American 
Legion, the Roy and Springer Masonic 
Lodges, and a board member of St. Paul’s 
Methodist Church/United Church of Roy. 

Travis was always searching for ways to 
stimulate the economy in his cherished com-
munity. For his lasting and effective contribu-
tions, his fellow citizens honored his name 
with the Travis Wood Senior Center. But 
Travis’s most treasured triumph was a private 
one: building a family. He passionately loved 
his son Gary Wood, daughter Cheryl Wood 
Scott, and his grandchildren and great grand-
children. 

Gentle, patient, compassionate, loving and 
selfless—Travis was a helper to many and a 
friend to all. Travis demonstrates the impact 
that one individual can have on an entire com-
munity and his warmth was felt by all those 
who knew him. Today, Travis is not with us, 
but his legacy and lessons will endure in all 
those he touched. May the memory of Travis 
live on in our hearts. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a courageous and re-
markable veteran, Retired Airman First Class 
Lawrence David Friar. 

Lawrence Friar is a strong believer in the 
value of family land and property ownership. It 
is through this belief that prompted him to re-
turn to his native home in Lexington, Mis-
sissippi in 1972 from Compton, California 
where he was reared. He was born in Lex-
ington, Mississippi April 20, 1940, but moved 
out West with his family not long after that. 

He returned to his home state to look after 
his families’ land, because so many bound-
aries and lines were being moved and timber 
being cut from his property that he had to 
come home to watch over things for his other 
siblings. Born to the late Mack Friar and Lettie 
Wright Friar, Holmes County, Mississippi na-
tives, there were four boys and six girls. He 
has been a faithful citizen of the Second Con-
gressional District ever since his return in 
1972. 

Protecting land is nothing new for Friar for 
he is a proud American Veteran who protected 
and served his country in the United States Air 
force from 1958 until 1962. 

He joined the military immediately after high 
school in Compton. ‘‘When I joined the serv-
ice, the Vietnamese Conflict has started, and 
it was still going on when I left the service.’’ 
he said. Friar had temporary duty in the War 
Zone, in which they would leave Hawaii and 
go to the war and work the jets that needed 
repairing, and then they would return to Ha-
waii, where he was stationed. 

During his tour of duty in the U.S. Air force, 
Friar earned and retired with the rank of (E4) 
Airman First Class. 

The Retired Airman First Class Lawrence 
Friar says ‘‘Most importantly, it taught me pa-
tience and how to get along with people.’’ he 
said about his most memorable experience 
about serving in the U.S. Air force. 

Today, one will find this retired U.S. Air 
force veteran home in Lexington, Mississippi 
as a local leisurely farmer doing some gar-
dening and planting; what people in the south 
call ‘‘truck patches.’’ He hopes to return to 
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